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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

¶ Rocky Mountain Fiction 
Writers: Sept. 8-10, Den-
ver, CO 

¶ Write Now! Print for 
Paws: Oct. 28, Cheyenne, 
WY 

¶ Moonbeam Childrenôs 
Book Awards: Nov. 11, 
2017, Traverse City, MI 

¶ Colorado Country  Christ-
mas Gift Show, Novem-
ber 3-5, Denver Merchan-
dise Mart 

The Moonbeam Awards, 2015 

Crystal Publishing, LLC 
September 2017 

Volume 1, No. 2 

Crystal Clear 
 

DISCOVER THE WORLD OF PUBLISHING 

crystalpublishingllc.com 

Alfredo Dammert 

#1 Sci-Fi Writer in South America 

Translator and Moonbeam winner 

 BIG OPPORTUNITIES WITH SMALL PRESSES 

ñFor aspiring writers, landing a contract with one of the Big 5 

is the ultimate goal, a sign theyôve ómade it.ô But not all books 

belong with the big houses, some do better with the small 

ones.  A small press offers substantial benefits with considera-

ble opportunities. Rather than viewing them as a last resort, 

small presses should be given a first look.ò  

   ð Kendal Flaun, editor for Henry Press.  

Read the entire article: publishingcrawl.com 

crystalpublishingllc.com 

publishingcrawl.com
http://www.crystalpublishingllc.com


 

Shepherd Editing is a professional editing ser-

vice owned and operated by Claire Shepherd.  

Claire can help you with all your writing needs:  

design, writing skills, and fine editing. 

shepherediting.com 

 

Deanna Estes, owner and operator of 

Lotus Design, brings a personal, pro-

fessional look to your project.  Her  

versatile set of highly developed 

skills  allows her to creatively en-

hance any project. 

      Deanna@lotusdesign.biz 

Lotusdesign.biz 

970-412-1283 

Ron Phillips has 10 years of experi-

ence using LaTex and laying out de-

sign for all genres of fiction and non-

fiction. 

JACK GREGSON & THE FORGOTTEN PORTAL 

FEATURED CONTRIBUTORS 

Something has changed at the 

Gregson Manor. An evil force 

from the familyôs past has 

returned to upheave their lives.  

Jack and his cousins explore the 

family secrets as they are pulled 

through a portal into a universe 

of endless worlds and possibili-

ties. Together, they race to escape 

and destroy the evil Theorden 

and his followers who strive to 

unlock the power of the Forgotten 

Portal and wreak havoc on 

Gregson Manor and the World. 

Look forward to more of the Jack 

Gregson mysteries: Jack Gregson 

& the Stolen Son and Jack 

Gregson & the Gifted Deceiv-

er, coming soon.  

ñAn exciting book full of myster-

ies and secrets.  It is a good book 

because it takes you into the 

world of danger.  It is also good if 

you are interested in beasts and 

crazy fairies.  I found it a very 

interesting book.ò ð A STAR 

Young Reader, 4.5 

* * * 

Peter Wilson lives in Sydney, 

Australia with his wife and dog.  

When he's not writing (which is 

most of the time), he works in the 

digital world, creating content for 

games, music, and movie 

companies.   

Q&A: PETER WILSON 

Q: How did you get interested in 

writing? 

A: Iôve always enjoyed creative 

writing and did well at it when 

in school.  After that, I discov-

ered online writing communities 

that helped improve my writing 

and creativity. 

Q: What was your inspiration 

for Jack Gregson?   

A:  Jack Gregson actually started 

as a óprompt challengeô on a 

community website.  There was 

a photo of a door set into a large 

outdoor staircase.  The challenge 

was to write a 1000-word story 

about it.  Anything you wanted.  

So I began the story, deciding it 

would be a portal to another 

world. 

Then I needed characters to 

interact with the door, so I start-

ed writing about them. Soon, I 

passed 3000 words and realized 

Iôd barely started the story.  Iôve 

always loved the fantasy genre, 

so I guess additional inspiration  

came from the fantasy novels I 

love to sci-fi comedy like Red 

Dwarf. 

  

shepherdediting.com
mailto:Deanna@lotusdesign.biz
Lotusdesign.biz


   

INSIDE STORY 
HEADLINE 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an important part of adding content to your 

newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask yourself if the picture supports or enhances the 

message youôre trying to convey. Avoid selecting images that appear to be out of 

context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes thousands of clip art images from which you can choose 

and import into your newsletter. There are also several tools you can use to draw 

shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, place it close to the article. Be sure to place the 

caption of the image near the image. 

  о 

(left to right, top to bottom) 
 
Keri De Deo, Kingman, AZ  Nothing but a Song, YA Romance. 
 
Ellen Raine, Ft. Collins, CO  SPLAT! Children. Self-awareness.   
 
L.T. Garvin, Wichita Falls, TX  Dancing with the Sandman.  Adult.  
Boomer Lit. 
 
Corbin Hillam, Denver, CO. Opal, the Little Red Opel.  Children 
and car enthusiasts. 
 
Ashley M. Young, Ft. Collins, CO  The Curious Little Snail.  STEM 
Children. 

TIPS FOR MARKETING 

¶ Get involved with your com-

munity.  Connect with writing 

groups and book clubs.  If you 

can find a platform whereby 

you can talk about your book, 

SPEAK. 

¶ Pound the pavement.  Most 

indie bookstores will either 

buy your book right out or 

work out a commission.  Some 

big boxes will let local authors 

launch a book.  Ask.  All they 

can say is NO and you go on to 

the next store where you will 

get a resounding YES! 

¶ Build a website just for your 

writing.  Readers are great 

fans, and the more ways peo-

ple can connect to you, the 

more response you will get. 

¶ Enter contests.  Join writing 

associations.  Go to confer-

ences.  If you are a beginner, 

this is the perfect way to net-

work and scout out the market 

before taking the plunge. 

¶ Stay in contact with your pub-

lisher.  He or she can provide 

you with a press release, con-

tacts,  and upcoming contests 

applicable to your genre. 

¶ Stay on top of it.  After you 

open that first box of books 

and the thrill is over, donôt sit 

and wait for something to 

happen.  Fame  and fortune 

are not instant, even though 

the media would lead us to 

believe otherwise.  It took JK 

Rowling 10 years.  She never 

gave up. 

LOCAL AUTHORS 


